A new species of Typton, T. holthuisi sp. nov., is described on the basis of two specimens from Ascension Island. This diminutive species is very closely related to the more northerly distributed T. spongicola, but differs by having crenulated ungui on the ambulatory pereiopods, the lack of a medial tooth on the posterior margin of the telson, as well as the comparatively larger posterior telson spines. As records of T. spongicola from the tropical Eastern Atlantic emphasise the small size of the individuals recorded, it is postulated that the new species occurs all over this region.
INTRODUCTION
The genus Typton Costa currently comprises 17 species worldwide, the majority of which occur in the Indo-West Pacific. In the Atlantic, 7 species are recorded, of which 2 are known with certainty from the East Atlantic: Typton spongicola Costa, 1844 and T. ascensionis Manning & Chace, 1990 . Typton spongicola, the type species of the genus, is known from the southern coasts of the United Kingdom southwards to Sierra Leone and Cape Verde, including the entire Mediterranean (d'Udekem d'Acoz, 1999) . Typton ascensionis is only known from the type specimens from Ascension Island in the southern Atlantic (Manning & Chace, 1990) . Pérez Sánchez & Moreno Batet (1991), followed by González Pérez (1995) record the western Atlantic Typton gnathophylloides from the Canary Islands, although d'Udekem d'Acoz (1999) questions the validity of these records and suggests a re-examination of this material is required.
The genus as a whole is considered to be commensal with sponges, although in many cases the host sponges are not known (Bruce, 1994) . This is probably linked to the small size of the species, which are thus as a whole rather under recorded.
During fieldwork in Ascension Island in April 2008, two specimens, which clearly did not belong to the endemic species T. ascensionis, were recovered from algal concretions. Initially these were assumed to be T. spongicola, but closer inspection revealed them to belong to a new species, described herein.
The material is deposited in the Oxford University Museum of Natural History (OUMNH-ZC), post-orbital carapace length (pocl) is used as the standard measurement and expressed in mm. 
TAXONOMY

